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1Foreword

  UN Resident Coordinator in
Turkmenistan

 Dmitry Shlapachenko

Throughout 2024, the UN system in Turkmenistan diligently pursued the goals outlined in
the Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework 2021-2025, fostering
collaborative relationships with the government, civil society, development partners, and
the private sector. This collaboration aimed to create inclusive policies and laws, ensuring
that support reached the most marginalized populations, adhering to the "leave no one
behind" principle.

In partnership with the government, the UN focused on enhancing climate change, youth,
human rights, promoting inclusion, and protecting vulnerable groups. This involved
legislative reforms, aligning national laws with international standards, building human
rights capacity, and broadening access to social protection, especially for individuals
with disabilities and children. Notably, the release of the 2022 Census disaggregated data
and expansion of statistics on national SDG database marked significant milestones.

The UN also contributed to Turkmenistan's economic advancement by facilitating
digitalization across banking, business, and public services, and by promoting green
initiatives in energy efficiency. Furthermore, the UN supported the development of legal
frameworks for sustainable development, enhanced civil servant skills, advanced SDG
financing, and created employment opportunities for people with disabilities. The UN
further supported Turkmenistan’s WTO accession through capacity building.

In the health, education, and social support sectors, the UN provided technical
assistance to improve national systems. This included support for NCDs control,
vaccination campaigns, and the provision of essential health supplies. UN initiatives also
targeted maternal and child health, disease management, mental health, and emergency
preparedness. Additionally, the UN assisted in developing social protection regulations,
establishing social work programs in universities, and strengthening educational
capacities to address climate change and disaster risks in schools.

Moving forward, the UN system will maintain its collaborative efforts with government
institutions, the private sector, civil society, and development partners to assist the
people of Turkmenistan in achieving their development goals and progressing towards the
SDGs, by securing additional human and financial resources, expertise, and adherence to
international standards.
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The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in Turkmenistan consists of 19 UN specialized agencies, funds, and programs. Together, they support the country in achieving its national development priorities
outlined in the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF/CF). The UNCT serves as a platform for collaboration among these agencies, facilitating joint policy formulation and
decision-making. It offers strategic guidance and oversight to ensure that UN agencies provide cohesive, effective, and efficient assistance. Despite being signatories to the UNSDCF, two UN entities (UNOPS
and UNDRR) closed their offices in the country due to the completion of their projects in 2022 and the lack of funding for further programming. In 2024, these two and UN-Habitat actively explored
opportunities to establish in-country presence through consultations with and offers to the government. 
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